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TIME TO FIND SOME VOLUNTEERS
I’ve given you all a Rolo. Do you like Rolos (yes). Excellent. Now have a look at this video clip.

ROLO SKIPPY ADVERT

ROLO ADVERT

Yes, do you love someone enough to give them your last Rolo. So there you have a Rolo, just
one. Do you love someone enough to give them your Rolo and they are here. If you do, I'd like
you to give your Rolo to them - and come back here when you're finished. The rest of you can
now eat your Rolo and sit down.

Now those of you who were generous are going to be rewarded double - you can have two Rolos!
Yes, this is a morning of unexpected things.

Actually | gave my wife this silver Rolo one VALENTINE’S DAY. It was my little token to say | loved
her. Tomorrow I’'m sure some of you will be giving Valentine’s CARDS AND GIFTS. If you've still

not gone and got something, here are a few things | wouldn’t recommend as a romantic gesture:

WHAT NOT TO GET YOUR VALENTINE

TESCO VALUE VALENTINE CARD

POUNDLAND GIFT VOUCHER

PLASTIC FLOWERS

A BLOCK OF CHOCOLATE YOU PLAN TO SHARE.

We have a God who is a God of love and because He loves us He wants us to have the best gifts.
He doesn’t wait until Valentine’s Day. He’s already given us the gift, all we have to do is accept it.

JOHN 3:16
We’ll talk some more about this in a few minutes.
CROSS
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UNDER 8s ACTIVITY

Valentine’s Day. We all know what it is and what it stands for. Or do we? Well, | think | would
preface this by saying

THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS WHAT THEY SEEM Here’s a video clip.

VIDEO CLIP

THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS WHAT THEY SEEM

I love watching illusionists. We all saw the man being sawn in half. | don’t think anybody
seriously thought it was an accident. We get left asking; how did he do that? Clue: what can you
do with a contortionist and a legless dwarf?

| found myself asking similar sorts of questions when | started to look at this character St Valentine
who is regarded as many by the PATRON SAINT OF ROMANCE. Because the whole idea of a patron
saint of romance looks like a big illusion. Look at history and it’'s pretty thin on facts and a
connection between Valentine and romance.

WHICH ONE The main problem is that there were three St Valentines. Valentine of Rome,
Valentine of Interamna, and Valentine of Africa. Valentine’s Day probably refers to Valentinus of
Rome but we no virtually nothing of any of them. There isn’t much connection to romance at all.
Valentinus of Rome was executed by Claudius Il for illegally marrying people and trying to preach
the gospel to the Emperor but that story probably isn’t true.







to, don’'t worry. So you're waving your Bible. You’re holding your Valentine’s card.

GOD’S VALENTINE CARD Whoever we are and whether we have a valentine or not, when we hold
God’s word, we hold God’s valentine card and gift to us. We have the words saying “l love you”
and we have the proof as we find out that Jesus has died for us.

AS THE FATHER HAS LOVED ME, so | have loved you. Now remain in my love. John 15:9
If you have never trusted Jesus, now is the time to accept the love God has demonstrated towards
you and accept Jesus into your life.

If you do know Jesus, then Jesus says, remain in my love. Let love be a characteristic of your life
by being prepared to love God, love one another, love your neighbour, love your enemies.

PRAYER

Preached by Mark Reid
MRBC Felixstowe 13/2/11
© Mark Reid 2011




