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m [t is a home with a six to ten month long rainless,
severe dry season.

It is a home with a chronic water scarcity.

It is a home of hunger.

It is @ home shared with disease and malnutrition.
It is a home of less than subsistence farming.

It is a home shared with scorpions, snakes and
tarantulas.

It is a home of extreme poverty.

m It is a home in need.

BMS is doing something about it

BMS development workers Mike and Daveen Wilson are
helping to change Naara's life.

Daveen says, "MNaara's story is just one example that,
again, brings home to me the effects of poverty. Last
week I took Naara to Natal to a hearing with a judge to
see if she could get some money for treatment for her
child with the heart defect. When we got ready to go to
the court, I realised that the scruffy shorts she was
wearing were the only clothes she had, 5o I lent her my
skirt. Then I realised she hadn't brushed her teeth since
we'd arrived in Natal and I thought - you don't spend
money on a toothbrush if you haven't got food for your
children.”

Mike and Daveen have been working with BMS in Trapid
for 14 years, and as a result of their personal commitment
to show God's love in practical ways and by implementing
a range of development projects, they are improving the
quality of life in their surrounding community. Their
projects range from encouraging mothers to breast-feed



their children and initiating new building and agricultural
techniques to starting a church.

Help God’s work continue

As we celebrate harvest we are reminded that there is no
need for anyone in the world to be without food, shelter,
clothing or love.
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Trapia is located in one of the poorest regions of Brazil
where around 17 million people are living below the
poverty line. Trapia itself is home to approximately 2,000
people who are continually faced with social, economic and
environmental difficulties. They are poorly educated and
heavily in debt. The area is just below the equator and so,
as well as being arid, it is also very hot and plagued by
drought.

Mike and Daveen, whose home church is Trinity Hill
Baptist Church in Sutton Coldfield, have been working with
BMS in Trapia for 14 years. They originally began as rural
development workers, introducing projects ranging from
encouraging mothers to breast-feed their children to
initiating new building and agricultural techniques, before
planting Trapia church.

As well as continuing with community development

' projects, Mike and Daveen are helping to train emerging
church leaders. By continuing to extend the church

' building they are using the process to train local people in
brick laying and plastering. Daveen says, "Building up a
strong church is probably doing more for the community

than anything we did before. In the church, people are
learning to work together and reach out to help others
instead of always expecting help from the outside.

"Achieving the status as a Baptist church means that we

are now free to make our own decisions on things like who
can take communion and so on. We see it as enabling the
church to become a central point for other churches in the
rural areas, as well as a sort of model for how to develop.”















